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Parish Council offers to purchase The Holly Bush in last minute 

bid to save car park and beer garden. See report inside. 
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Local Wildlife  

 

If there any lepidopterists out there that can name these butterflies could they contact us with the names please. All these photo-

graphs have been taken locally by Alan Leese. 



It’s the first time in several months that we are short of space for this months edition, a sign of us all getting back to nor-

mal perhaps.  Magazine subscriptions are appearing in the bucket in Keith's and for the first time online orders are being 

taken.  About a third of subscribers have chosen to take advantage of paying online and about half of those are new to us.  

Although many things are returning back to normal and whilst Village Hall will be able to open soon for bowls and non 

energetic activities they are unable to open for events of more than 30 people and even then visitors must follow social 

distancing and not mix or interact with people from outside their 

household!  So parties and receptions etc are not allowed.  In any case 

they are impractical as only served plated food is allowed (no buffet) 

only background music allowed and no dancing.  Additionally events 

have to be well ventilated and as we are not allowed to have any 

doors or windows open  that also means that it is is impossible for the 

hall to become COVID secure. The news today that the vaccine is pro-

gressing well is opportune for us all and gives us hope that early next 

year things will be back to normal. 

It looks like it is all change with both the Chapel Minister  and Church 

Vicars retiring at the same time. We thank them both for their sup-

port for the Parish News over the last few years. 

 

Published and printed in Brown Edge by on 

a non profit basis by Success Factor Ltd 

Please send your news and views to 

newsdesk@brownedge.com 

Deadline for next month is August 8th 

Editors Comment .... 
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Parish News Subscriptions  

are now due. 

To continue to receive your Parish News either 

go to http://parishnews.brownedge.com/  and 

pay online, or fill in the form below and insert it 

with the money in the envelopes provided in 

Keith's. 

 

Subscription is only £5 for a years supply  

delivered to your door anywhere in the parish. 

We can also post magazines to anywhere in the UK  

for £17  

 

Name. 

Address 

 

 

 

 

Email 

Your Parish News Team 

Editor 

Peter Turner…………….   504239 

pete@brownedge.com 

The Team 

newsdesk@brownedge.com 

 

Human Interest Editor 

Howard Quinn   

Regular Contributions Editor and Accounts 

Rachael Spencer 

Wildlife  Editor 

Vacant 

Photographer  

Ruud Rosendaal  

Puzzle Pages…..  

Jose & Alan Frisby 

Collation 

Angela Deaville …………... 

Distribution 

Jose & Alan Frisby…….  01782 502397 

Advertising 

Phil Woodward    

 

Other contributors, to whom we are most grateful, can 

be contacted via the team. This publication is run 

entirely by volunteers who pass all profits to selected 

local causes at each year end.  We endeavour to 

report all information in  a factual and impartial 

manner, and publish information relevant to all 

aspects of the parish without prejudice. Contributions 

are not necessarily the views of the Parish News.  

The tone of the magazine is positive and material that 

is incorrect or deemed offensive by the team will not 

be included.  Because of space constraints the editors 

reserve the right to modify, leave out or defer any 

contributions.  
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

Julie Heath 
LTCL, LGSM, AMTCL 

 

Lessons in piano playing and music theory 

Enter Graded A.B.R.S.M. Exams 

or play for enjoyment 

01782 503073 

Time 4 U 

Mobile Foot Health Clinic  

Complementary Therapies 

 
Phone No 01782 535480 07929 496358 

 

Caroline Frost. 

 

Phone No 01782 535480 07929 496358 

 



Professional Car Valeting 

Fully Mobile 

AUTOGLEAMS 

 

Mini Valet..........from £10.00 

Full Valet...........from £35.00 

Premier Valet....from £70.00 

All types of vehicles catered for including 

4x4s, vans, motorhomes, horse boxes and 

caravans. 

 

For a quality service at home or at work! 

Call COLIN for further details on: 

01782 502803 

07873 190360 

People Notices 
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For Bookings Contact Beryl 

ADVERTISEMENT 

The family of the late Brian Proctor have written to us 

asking if we could include the following:- 

We feel so fortunate to have been able to give our Dad 
a great send off earlier this month before all the lock 
down started, humbled by the amount of people who 
came to St Anne's on March 12th.  

We would like to thank family, friends and fellow Brown 
Edgers through the Parish Magazine for their generous 
donations in memory of Dad. He would have been so 
honoured by it all.  

We donated £1400 to the First Responders and £815 to 
The British Heart foundation.  

Remembering  

Mr Brian Garwood who died on 31st July 2015 — 5 years ago 

Dear Brian 

Just to say I am still thinking of you at this special time (5yers) still with much sadness.  I miss your laughter and our 

life together, that is the day my life and world changed forever.  But I still continue on, with the help of my friends and 

still think of the happy and sometimes sad times we had together. 

God Bless You Wherever you are. 

Happy remembrance from Margaret Christine, Michael, Wendy, Carole, Steve, Alan and Ann and many other friends. 
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On The Edge 

Clay Tribute: 

 The Chairman of the Parish Council 

reported at the July meeting that 

there has been an incredible 

response and many local children 

have got involved. The school have 

also responded very positively to the 

request but at the time there were 

very few Children in attendance. The 

Chairman asked for help inviting 

other village groups to get involved 

with the unveiling event because of 

other council projects taking up his 

time at the moment.  Cllr. Lea 

volunteered 

Village Archive  

The Chairman told the Council that a 

room had now been made accessible 

as a storage area within the Village 

Hall.  Some more work is needed to 

get the space read for use, but it will 

be ideal for the old archive of council 

documents and accessible when 

needed.  

Cemetery Field Tenancy  

The Clerk has found information on 

the various agreements that can be 

put in place for Agricultural Tenancy 

or Grazing Licences. A document will 

need to be drawn up by a solicitor as 

it is a legal agreement. A licence 

would mean the farmer did not have 

exclusive rights to the land, but this 

would give the Council access rights 

to maintain the boundary fence and 

gates which have been causing local 

resident’s problems when overgrown. 

A discussion was had regarding 

getting this document prepared. The 

Council wish to maintain good 

relations with the farmer. Cllr. 

Shufflebotham suggested contacting 

DEFRA for advice as the Council may 

need a Holding Ref. No. Clerk will 

contact DEFRA for more information. 

It was proposed that the maintenance 

Contractor should go in and sort out 

the overgrown area when he repairs the gate post.  

The Hooping Wall, Hough Hill  

Vegetation overgrown and unsightly – report by Cllr. Woodward. A discussion was had about maintaining this area. 

although a District responsibility, due to the Covid-19 response it is likely that it will be not a high priority. It was agreed 

that the maintenance contractor should attend to the matter 

Maintenance contractor congratulated for the excellent job of cleaning the Well at Sytch. Cllr. Wright said that she had 

cleared the Sandy Lane Well, so congratulations also went to Cllr Wright for her initiative.  

Holly Bush 

Local News.... 

Concerned by the news that the owners of the car park were starting to devel-
op the site The Parish Council entered into negotiation with the owners and 
have appointed solicitors to act on their behalf. This development would tlead 
to loss the communal parking  and in turn a large part of the beer garden 
would be needed to create a new car park and the creation of a new entrance 
onto the main road.  The council fear that this will make the pub less via-
ble.and more difficult to host the carnival on the playing field. 

   

The Council have held a meeting  with SMDC Chief Executive officer, council-
lors Lea and Flunder and Ross Ward (who has undertaken a similar project 
with Caverswall). Cllr Ralphs was unable to attend but pledged her support.  
At SMDC request the council had previously sent in a business Plan for their 
consideration. 

SMDC confirmed that they would support our project by helping us to firstly 
secure the whole site and then to work with us on developing plans to create a 
community hub that will enable new facilities such as a larger Kitchen to be 
built into the pub 

SMDC have confirmed in writing that they are proceeding to raise the funds on 
our behalf . The council will be borrowing £600,000 and then recoup the VAT 
to meet the asking price of £550000.  SMDC are undertaking due diligence for 
us. 

It is envisaged that the council will sell the Pub to a community cooperative 
and grant funding can be obtained to assist. 

The Car Park can then be developed in a way that retains much of the car park 
and can provide extra business facilities and accommodation for local people.   
Additionally by linking to the pub facilities such as the Kitchen can be extend-
ed and the dining/coffee area merged to make more space which will make the 
pub much more viable. Again SMDC are keen to support this and to work with 
us to enable this to happen.  Any investment and plan development will need 
to be communicated to the community and voted on as part of the neighbour-
hood plan. 

In a statement read at the extraordinary Parish Council meeting the Chairman 
stated that “It is not the intention of the council to run or operate a pub,  in-
deed we are not allowed to do this.  The councils intention is to simply to se-
cure the freehold in perpetuity as it is a significant community asset  The op-
erators must have had a very challenging time of late and we do not wish that 
they suffer more or any further restrictions put upon their trade  

However he cautioned the council saying that:- 

“COVID brings a certain amount of uncertainty as to the future of the pub and 
changing business needs will have to be looked at in the provision of a com-
mercial Hub   Indeed commercial property of this kind could well significantly 
drop in price in the immediate future.  This is being considered by SMDC. in 
their due diligence on our behalf 

   

A resolution was passed unanimously  to purchase the site at £550,000. plus 
VAT. Subject to satisfactory terms and security. 

Councillor Spooner did not vote and was not part of the discussion or decision 
because of her personal pecuniary interests 



 

 

During this lockdown period I have had many conversations 

with people talking about how tired we are all feeling. The 

heightened state of vigilance that has accompanied lockdown 

seems to have left many of us both physically and mentally 

warn out. A lack of routine and a good dose of uncertainty 

have added to the tension. 

In a recent Bible study, the passage spoke directly into today’s 

world: Mark 4:35-41 has the account of Jesus and his disciples 

crossing the lake in a boat. Part way across a sudden storm 

hits the lake. The waves crashed into the boat and it was 

about to sink. As the disciples panicked Jesus was in the back 

of the boat asleep. Scared for their lives the disciples woke 

Jesus up asking why he didn’t appear to care whether they 

drowned or not. Famously Jesus stood up and calmed the 

storm with a simple command, ‘Be quiet.’ Leaving the disci-

ples in awe of what they had just witnessed. 

The situation was out of the disciples’ control and so you 

could argue their initial reaction was totally understandable. 

In a situation, like the recent pandemic, where we appear to 

have no control it is very easy to allow fear, stress and anger 

to control our lives. However, there is an alternative - faith. 

Faith does not mean that you do not go through the tough 

times or that suddenly life is easy – that is far from the truth. 

Faith does, however, give you the confidence to get through 

them knowing that God is there to be a strength and comfort-

er. Faith restores the peace and the calm even in the midst of 

the storm. 

Jesus was able to sleep peacefully through the storm because 

he knew God was in control. He knew that the Creator of the 

Universe is more powerful than anything this world can throw 

at us and that includes Covid19. 

Ian and Alex Wolvers 

Connect2 Community Church 
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Connect2 Community Church 

  I wonder how you deal with 
goodbyes. Some people hate 
them, others pretend they’re not 
real, but however we respond 

they arrive, and they have to be dealt with. And my 
time for this has come in my role here.  

It is a very odd time to be making this move, no proper 
ways to do the farewells or the arrivals in a new place. 
But as my successor here, Jenny Dyer, reminded me 
this morning, ‘It won’t always be like this’. I am sure 
she is right, but she would be the first to admit that 
she, like the rest of us has no real idea what this new 
future will look like. Perhaps that is why we don’t like 
the goodbyes because they remind us that we don’t 
know what lies ahead. 

The biblical story is one of moving into the new thing, 
Abraham setting off, Moses crossing the wilderness, 
Jesus heading for Jerusalem. The stories are all differ-
ent, but they all share one common strand, that God is 
present in them all. It is easy to make that sound senti-
mental, but that is not my intention. This will be our 
sixth move, and in each case,  we have moved as part 
of a bigger picture, having a role in a bigger purpose. 
Sometimes that has been clear before we moved. 
Sometimes It was completely changed after we arrived. 
Was God always present within it? Certainly. Did that 
make it comfortable? Not necessarily. 

As we all journey through the uncertainties of lock-
down ending and things opening up we will have that 
same mix of emotion and anxiety, hope and fear. The 
only thing to do is to embrace it carefully, with an eye 
for the opportunities that come in the midst of the 
challenge. 

So, I wish you every blessing as you move through this 
time of change, and into that new future. I offer my 
thanks to everyone with whom we have shared the 
past eight years and pray God will continue to lead you 
and bless you. 

In Jesus name. 

Chris 

From  

Chris Ambler  
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ADVERTISEMENT 

As our pre-school year draws near, Brown Edge Busy Bees feels its end even more “sadly” 
as usual.  The Covoid-19 pandemic has certainly made its impact on our setting with 
doubts as to whether we would be able to return in June and indeed if we will be able to 
survive its financial impact from September until December. However the last 6 weeks of 
having more than half of our children return has given us the incentive to be positive and 
do all we can to survive its devastation and march forward with hope in our bodies and 
souls to continue providing Childcare, Education and most importantly Fun for all of our 
Children. 

It will be strange knowing that Children we waved goodbye to at the end of March we 
won’t see again as they move on to Nurseries within the Stoke on Trent area and our 
thoughts will be with them for a smooth transition into their new schools. 

We want to wish all of our parents and carers , past, present and future for their continued 
support and help with Busy Bees as without you we wouldn’t be able to give as much 
extracurricular activities to our children to enhance their learning and start them on their 
pathway to learning. 

Thank you all for your help in 2019-2020 and we look forward to seeing you all again in 
2020-2021 

  
Sharon and team. 
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Church Times & Contacts.... 

 
  

Saint of the Month 
Can you imagine an apostle, the closest followers of Christ, having doubts about 

Jesus? St. Thomas did, and his disbelief helps us to understand how important the 

gift of faith is.. 

On the evening of Jesus’ Resurrection, Thomas was not with the other apostles in 

the Upper Room in Jerusalem, so he was not present when Jesus appeared to them 

and showed them the wounds on his hands and his side. Later, the other apostles 

told Thomas, “We have see the Lord” . Imagine how shocked they must have been 

when Thomas answered them by saying, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 

hands and put my finger into the nail marks and put my hand into his side, I will 

not believe” 

A week later, Jesus again came to the apostles. After wishing them peace, Jesus 

told Thomas to look at his hands and to touch his side. He invited Thomas to be-

lieve. Thomas was ashamed that he had doubted Jesus’ Resurrection. He said, “My 

Lord and my God!”. Then Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and 

have believed”. Thomas never doubted the Lord again, and he dedicated his life to helping others to believe in Jesus—

even though they never saw Christ face to face. Tradition tells us that Thomas went to India to spread the Gospel.  

We honour St. Thomas as a saint. His life teaches us to trust in everything the Lord has promised us so that we, too, can 

rise to new life, as Jesus did. 

Brown Edge 
Methodist Church  St Anne’S ChurCh 

Contacts 

Brown Edge Methodist Church 

Minister:  

The Revd. Chris Ambler 01782 534013 

Stewards:    

Harry Bowyer  01782 511175 

Ken Turner  01782 502146  

Church Secretary:  

John Claydon    01782 570220 

Contacts 

St Anne’s Church 

Priest-in-Charge: 

The Revd. Alan Betts  01782 502166  
alan@endonstlukes.org.uk 
Church Wardens: 
Fred Snape    01782 504063  
mavis.snape1@gmail.com 
Website: www.brownedgestanne.org 

 

 

Parish Priest – Fr John Laybourne (Contact 257371) 

Saturday 18:00 Vigil Mass 

Sunday 10:00 Mass   

Mon,Tues,Wed,Fri, Sat  09:30 Mass (times can change 
so please check Parish Newsletter).  

 

St marys church norton Connect2 community church 

 

Meet at 5pm in St Anne’s School Hall every Sunday  

All welcome.  

 
For more details please contact 
alex.wolvers@lichfield.anglican.com 



Contact Point…. 
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Authority  

Local M.P.  Karen Bradley M.P. Leek Office : 24 Smithfield Centre, Leek ST13 5JW Tel 01538 382421 Email: Karen.bradley.mp@parliament.gov 

County Council: Keith Flunder 

District Council: Linda Lea, Brown Edge.           Geoff Bond Endon,            Joe Porter 07415 560944 Endon. 

Parish Council  Cemetery Recorder  John Bourne, 5 Meadow Road Brown Edge, ST6 8SQ, 502940    

Parish Council Clerk Denise Wheat 3 The Island, Upper Tean, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST10 4JE Phone 07835 812787  

Parish Councillors  

Rob Corbett Hill Top 
 
Neil Hargreaves  The Breech 

Sarah Turner, St Anne’s Vale 

Linda Lea, Overland Drive, 502708   Nigel Owen,  Willfield Lane 

Jane Shufflebotham, Old Lane, 503009  Jenny Sherratt, New Lane, 505699 

Danielle Spooner, Sandy Lane, 07581 113 412  Peter Turner, Sandy Lane, 504239 (Chair) 

Phil Woodward, Sytch Road, 767898  (Vice Chair) Karen  Wright  Sandy Lane. 

Parish Council meet at the Village Hall on the 1st Wednesday of the month  at 7:30 PM 

Police:  101 for non emergencies; Emergencies dial 999 Fly Tipping  0345 6053010 or 01538  395400 ext 4164   

Mobile Library      Route 14 (Week 3 -Thursday)        Post Office  09.30 - 10:45 

Due to start soon 

Karen Bradley M.P. Notice Board  

Surgeries are open to constituents of Staffordshire Moorlands by advance appointment only. To book an appointment, please call 

01538 382421 or email karen.bradley.mp@parliament.uk. Please include your name, full postal address, and phone number on any 

correspondence. If you require urgent help or advice which cannot wait until an advice surgery, please contact Karen’s office for help. 

Because of Karens previous Ministerial role you will need to bring photographic identification and you may be searched before enter-

ing the building.  When requesting an appointment, please give as many details as possible about the issue/s which you wish to dis-

cuss with Karen, as this will enable her to help you more effectively. 

District & County Cllr Surgeries 

Linda Lea (District Cllr & Parish Cllr) Joe Porter (District Cllr)   

Have you a query or concern I can help you with or do you need advice.  
You can contact me any time up to 8.30 p.m. on 502708 or email me on 

lindadlea@ntlworld.com   Consultations arranged to your preference 
when requested.  

. 

For advice on Council matters, or any other information, please contact: 

Joe Porter Tel: 07415 560944; email: 

joe.porter@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk 

 

Opening Times 

Business Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Keith's Supermarket 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07;00-22;00 

Sandy Lane Chinese   Closed   

16:30-22:00 

  

16:30-22:00 

11:30 -13:30 

16:30-22:00 

11:30 -13:30 

16:30-22:00 

11:30 -13:30 

16:30-22:00 

 

16:30-22:00 

Recycling Biddulph Closed Closed 09:00-18:00 09:00-18:00 09:00-18:00 09:00-17:00 09:00-17:00 

Closes at 16:30 in winter ie outside BST 

Keith Flunder (County Councillor)  holds monthly surgeries at Endon and Brown Edge   



ADVERTISEMENT 

Activity Day Venue Times Contact Tel No 

Aerobics Tues Village Hall 19:45-20:45 Sue 819432 

Brown Edge F.C. Thurs Dimensions Leisure 20:00-21:00 Kevin 204713 

Brownies Thurs Church House 18:15-19:45 Mandy 855335 

Busy Bees Mon Sandy Lane Centre 9:15-12:15 Sharon  

          " Tues-Fri        "       "           " 09:15-15:15        " 0797 6327 746 

Total Bodyfit class  Thursday Sandy Lane Centre 18.015– 19.15  Debbie 07508 959637  

Fitsteps Tuesday Village Halls   9.45 –10.45 Aby 07974565955 

Guides Monday Church House 17:45  -19.45 Mandy 855835 

Indoor Bowls Mon Village Hall - start of Oct-end of March 11:00-13:00 Arthur 535535 

       "          "   Tues Village Hall - start of Oct-end of April 19:00-21:00 Brian 504213 

       "          " Thu Village Hall - start of Oct-end of March 11:00-13:00 Arthur 535535 

J Gang - Stage1(Infants)  Wed Sandy Lane Centre 17:30-18:45 John 570220 

      "      - Stage 2(Juniors)     "      "          "           " 19:00-20:15      "            " 

Keep Fit Fri Sandy Lane Centre 18:00-19:00 Beccy 0797 6327 746 

Kids Club (St Anne's) Weekdays St Anne's School Hall - during term 07:30-9:00 Julie  Williams  

      15:25-18:00   07855 639630 

                                     - during holidays 07:30-18:00   during club hrs 

Ladies Circle Thu Church House - fortnightly 14:00-16:00 Jose 502397 

Luncheon Club Wed Village Hall    12:00 Linda 502708 

Pilates Mon Village Hall, 20:00-21:00 Aby 07974565955 

Rainbows Tue Church House 17:45-18:45 Jackie 07810 570171 

Simple Exercise    Mon Sandy Lane Centre      13.30-14.30  Jayne    200739  

Taekwondo Tue & Thu St Anne's School Hall  18:30-20:30 Simon 07825 006108 

Women's Institute Wed School Hall - First Wed in month 19:15 Julie 516453 

        Barbara 503294 

Yoga Tue Village Hall 11:00-12:00 Elizabeth 504213 

Young Wives Thu Church House - first Thu in month 20:00 Jackie 502618 

Zumba Thu Village Hall 20:00-21:00 Stacey 07508400733 
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Activity Day Venue Times Contact Tel No 

Aerobics Tues Village Hall 19:45-20:45 Sue 819432 

Brown Edge F.C. Thurs Dimensions Leisure 20:00-21:00 Kevin 204713 

Brownies Thurs Church House 18:15-19:45 Mandy 855335 

Dancing (Children) Fri Sandy Lane Centre 16:00-19:00 Beccy 0797 6327 746 

Total Bodyfit class  Thursday Sandy Lane Centre 18.015– 19.15  Debbie 07508 959637  

Fitsteps Tuesday Village Hall 9.45 to 10.45 Aby 
 

07974565955 

Guides Friday Church House 18:15  -20:15 Mandy 855835 

Indoor Bowls Mon Village Hall - start of Oct-end of March 11:00-13:00 Arthur 535535 

       "          "   Tues Village Hall - start of Oct-end of April 19:00-21:00 Brian 504213 

       "          " Thu Village Hall - start of Oct-end of March 11:00-13:00 Arthur 535535 

J Gang - Stage1(Infants)  Wed Sandy Lane Centre 17:30-18:45 John 570220 

      "      - Stage 2(Juniors)     "      "          "           " 19:00-20:15      "            " 

Karate  Tues Sandy Lane Centre 18.45-20.30 Gareth 07989 476913 

Keep Fit Fri Sandy Lane Centre 18:00-19:00 Beccy 0797 6327 746 

Kids Club (St Anne's) Weekdays St Anne's School Hall - during term 07:30-9:00 Julie  Williams  

      15:25-18:00   07855 639630 

                                     - during holidays 07:30-18:00   during club hrs 

Ladies Circle Thu Church House - fortnightly 14:00-16:00 Jose 502397 

Luncheon Club Wed Village Hall    12:00 Linda 502708 

Pilates Mon Village Hall, 19:45-20:45 Aby 07974 565955 

Busy Bees Mon Sandy Lane Centre 9:15-12:15 Sharon 502361 or 

          " Tues-Fri        "       "           " 09:15-15:15        " 07523 034812 

Rainbows Tue Church House 17:45-18:45 Jackie 07810 570171 

Simple Exercise    Mon Sandy Lane Centre      13.30-14.30  Jayne    200739  

Taekwondo Tue & Thu St Anne's School Hall  18:30-20:30 Simon 07825 006108 

Women's Institute Wed School Hall - First Wed in month 19:15 Julie 516453 

        Barbara 503294 

Slow flow Hatha Yoga Tue Village Hall 11:00-12:00 Aby 07974 565955 

Young Wives Thu First Thu in month 20:00 Jackie 502618 

Zumba Thu Village Hall 20:00-21:00 Stacey 07508400733 
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Letters and More.... 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Happy Ending For Jip 

Phil Woodward 
 

Property Maintenance And      

Gardening Services 
Qualified Local Tradesman 

No Job Too Small, Brickwork and roof repairs 

Clearing/cleaning gutters—Soffit and facia cleaning    

For A Free No Obligation Quote 

01782 767898 or 07769882973 

It was lovely to hear about the happy ending with this little dog that received a lot of attention on local social media, and  

he had a lot of people joining together  to search for him in Norton Green/Brown Edge and surrounding areas after giving 

his mum and dad Pauline and Graham a scare. 

On Monday 6th July Pauline was walking Jip and stopped to talk to a neighbour, Unfortunately, at this point, Jip got 

tangled with his lead and Pauline lost her balance as the pavement was uneven and fell causing bruising to her face. At 

this point, Jip ran off scared as although he was being called after he thought he was being told off. He had only been on 

his lead 4 times and this was still new to him.  

The neighbours helped Pauline up who had also broken her glasses and was shocked at this point. The day previous to 

this happening a neighbour had taken a photo of Jip so at least they had an up to date photo to use and also Jip was 

chipped.  A search was commenced but unfortunately no sightings. 

Day 2  

Jip was sighted on his way up to Annatts Farm on the main road with his lead dragging as he was still attached to his 

harness. However, no further sightings at this point. Greyhound Gap had been contacted who had become actively 

involved.  

Day 3 

At 6am in the morning the Grand-dtr received a 

phone call to say that he was in a garden in High 

Lane in Brown Edge, still attached to his harness but 

was wrapped around some rocks in the garden and 

barking quite vocally. These kind people took him in, 

wiped him down, gave him a drink and gave him 

something to eat. All they had was cat food, but he 

didn’t hesitate to eat this.  

Pauline and Graham offered the couple a £50 

donation to which they refused and so a donation 

was made to Greyhound gap.  

Their Grand-dtr went to fetch Jip and he was 

checked over by the vets and given the all clear then 

taken to be reunited with a very happy Pauline and 

Graham. 

Pauline and Graham would like to thank everyone 

who was involved in finding Jip and for all the kind 

thoughts and well wishes they have received. 
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Proctor’s Nursery 

“For all your gardening needs” 

Perennials – 3 for £10.00 
Multi-purpose compost – 3 for £10.00 

Farmyard manure – 3 for £10.00  
Large shrubs – 2 for £12.00 

 

And much, much more! 
To see our extensive range, come and visit us at: 

99 High Lane, Brown Edge, ST6 8RT 
Open 7 days a week – 9am – 5pm 

Tel: 07803940759 

 

• Tarmac Drives & Block Paving 

• Resin Bond Drives & Paths 

• Dropped Access 

• Patios & Indian Stone 

• Garden Walls & Fencing 

• Decorative Gravel & Slate 

• Landscaping 

• Car Park Repairs 

• Roofing Repairs 

'free quotations,  

friendly hassle free service,  

fully insured' 

 

For more info find us on Facebook 

D. GOODWIN 
DRIVEWAY PATIO SERVICES 

07745 514 188 

07719 044 218 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tel: 01782  867999     Mob: 07922  253231 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

See page 21 for more information 



Bric-a-Brac….A mix of entertaining ingredients topped with a joke or two 
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County Council News 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Firstly, I would like to thank, all the local key workers, who are doing a great job 
at keeping us all safe and local services running Secondly, I've been attending 
and supporting the Parish Council during their recent 'virtual' meetings, I believe 
that it is important for the Parish council and other local groups to continue to 
'meet' and discuss issues and concerns, as much as possible. The re-establishing 
of community groups and clubs over the coming months, is also something that 
will be necessary. 

I have approved a fund bid from the County Councils emergency Covid-19 fund 
for the local community group in Brown Edge, through the Parish Council. The 
response stage of this national crisis is now coming to an end and the recovery 
and renewal stages are now under way. I really hope that suitable control 
measures and possible vaccinations will mean that gradually the community will 
now start to get back to 'normal'. To support the next stage the County Council 
has announced another fund of £2,000 for each member, to support community 
groups and parish councils to bring as many groups, clubs and events back to 
some sort of operational status. 

The county council have now re-established all the scrutiny committees and a 
full council meeting will be going ahead towards the end of July. I am also sup-

porting the Parish council in looking at how the 'centre' of the village and the pub can be protected and developed for the 
benefit of the whole community. I will over the coming weeks and months support this exciting project. Finally, I have con-
firmed this year's main issues around Brown Edge and the rest of my division, with regard to my DHP (Divisional Highways 
Plan) for the projects and continuing maintenance issues. I have managed to support district councillors to get a wall re-
paired and we are looking at grass cutting and on-going issues around road junctions and drainage etc. The priority issues 
and projects will be confirmed at a meeting over the coming weeks.  Also, until I can re-establish my and the local district 
councillors surgeries, please call me or email me, if you have any issues as some of you already have. I have started to con-
duct socially distanced site meetings, around once a month. 

Keep Safe and Stay Alert   - Keith 
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St Mary’s Church - Norton 

ADVERTISEMENT 

By following the "The National Guidelines for the celebration of Mass & confession" as laid down by the Government & our 

Diocese we can again celebrate public Mass. So from Saturday 11th July Masses will be resumed with strict adherence to 

the guidelines which include social distancing, one way systems, mandatory wearing of face coverings, hand sanitising on 

entering/leaving the Church & a few other practicalities  

Please note it is the personal responsibility of people attending Mass to provide their own face coverings which could be 

home made. 

The dispensation from the ‘Sunday Obligation’ is still in force so people can be attend to Mass on days other than Sunday or 

Saturday evening if they prefer 

Looking forward to seeing you again, God Bless 

Father John 
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Our Elected Representatives 

Today marks one year since Staffordshire Moorlands District Council declared a Cli-

mate Emergency. The world has changed a great deal since then – but our commit-

ment to tackling climate change remains the same. 

The Council declared a Climate Emergency at Full Council on 10 th July 2019 last 

year. We were then one of the first district councils in the country to create a Cabinet 

post to lead on tackling climate change to recognise the priority it places on this work. 

We also established a Climate Change sub-committee and agreed a work programme 

to help achieve a carbon neutral District by 2030. 

If there is anything positive to come out of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is that we wake 

up to the warnings that we have been hearing from scientists about the urgency to act 

on climate change. Coronavirus has provided a stark reminder of what happens when 

humanity’s relationship with nature breaks down. That’s why at Staffordshire Moor-

lands District Council, addressing our climate and nature crises remains a top priority. 

In year one, we have identified opportunities for the Council to embed our commitment to Net Zero CO2 emissions into 

our policies and strategies to cross across the entire organisation. We have also been investigating larger scale projects 

including: Green energy and the potential for the Council to invest in solar energy projects and wind farms; electric vehi-

cle charging points; and local offsetting of greenhouse gas emissions. 

As outlined in our recently released report, we have taken a partnership approach to climate change by strengthening 

and supporting local links. These links have included: working with Friends groups to improve our country parks; engag-

ing with young people and school eco- clubs through our £10,000 Staffordshire Moorlands Community Climate Change 

Fund; and working with Staffordshire Wildlife Trust and the Canal &amp; River Trust on developing local projects to take 

real action on the ground. 

Our flagship Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan will help us deliver a robust nature recovery network across the Stafford-

shire Moorlands with our partners Staffordshire Wildlife Trust. 

The plan will map out our green spaces to identity existing habitats and where we can find opportunities for creating new 

wildlife corridors. This will be crucial to making our area more climate resilient long-term. 

We have worked to increase our knowledge of climate change science so we can better understand how to mitigate the 

impacts and spend time building strong partnerships with the industries and communities that are critical to our joint 

success. World-leading climate experts, Keele University have worked with us to assess the impacts of decision-making 

within the Council so that every report we issue has a specific section to highlight any impacts. They have also delivered 

climate literacy training to our councillors and officers to ensure the science is understood as we make important deci-

sions about the future on behalf of the residents we serve. 

Our Council has also worked hard to influence the national and local debate on climate change. As Cabinet Member, I was 

recently appointed onto DEFRA’s Local Adaptation Advisory Panel which brings together voices from local councils and 

government to develop plans and actions to address the climate and biodiversity crisis on a local level. We also joined the 

Staffordshire Climate Matters network last year to work with other councils, businesses and universities across our county 

to share knowledge and resources. From day one, we have worked with our parish and town councils too to ensure that 

we listen to their ideas for projects going forward. 

Another key element to addressing climate change is councils and businesses working together. By the public and private 

sector working together, we can take more robust climate action. That’s why we have worked with industry partners such 

as Keele University, the Midlands Energy Hub, Lafarge cement works and other local businesses to gain an 

understanding of how that partnership work can take place. We look forward to developing this area of work further in the 

coming year. 

We now have a once in a lifetime chance to change our behaviours and act on climate change and I am proud of the 

ground we have covered so far. But this is work without end and we have much to do – I am very much looking forward 

to getting on with it as the restrictions continue to gradually ease. I am determined that our Green Recovery in the Moor-

lands will be a science-led, clean and resilient one – and that the actions we take today will ensure we leave our environ-

ment in a better state than we inherited it. 

All the best  

Joe 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR - Joe Porter 



21 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

Two fantastic photos appeared on the Brown Edge History and Memories Facebook page this month   If you are 

not a member you can register to get access.  The above photo  is of the 1968 fete and depicts the Mexico 

Olympics  We believe this is the Tab Youth Club float.  The other photo on  page 15  is from Valley Head in-

fants school for the academic year for children born in 1955-56 . If you are a member of Brown Edge History 

Group then you will know the names but if not we will let you know next month. 

Many thanks to Pam  Mosedale and  Pat Tylman nee (Cunliffe) for giving permission to publish  these images. 
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A Miner’s Tale - A Welsh Invasion by Ronald Jenkins jnr. 

Brown Edge has long had an association with coal mining. There 
were coal outcrops once mined on the western fringes of the village 
and indeed a pub named ‘The Lump of Coal'. 

Many men from the village worked at the Chatterley Whitfield & 
Norton Collieries.  

During the late 1960’s the National Coal Board were recruiting 
miners from Scotland,Durham and South Wales to boost the local 
work force. It was in August 1967 that my father Ronald Jenkins 
Snr, then took a transfer from a coal mining valley in South 
Wales,to work at the Norton Colliery and so, the forces of destiny 
moved our family to live in a miners house in Breech Road, Brown 
Edge. 

Having been born and raised on a mountainside in Wales, I found 
my new location on the edge of the Staffordshire Moorlands and the 
surrounding terrain, well suited to my adventurous outdoor spirit 
and quickly made new friends. These included Derek Bate (of The 
Lump of Coal pub), Stephen Bratt, (the Butcher), Proctors, 
Berresfords, Simcocks, Sterbizzi, Zamirski, Turners, Brownsword 
and Durbers. 

I realised & sensed there was an aged antiquity and tradition in the 
community of Brown Edge, one of the old characters was Mr 
Durber, a chap who would not look out of place in the Victorian era, 
with shirt sleeves rolled up, he wore hob-nail wooden clogs and 
couduroy trousers with patches sewn onto his patches. A proud man, well respected he spoke a language I 
was soon to learn, ‘coz kick a bow agin a waw, yed with ur yed, n bost it'.  

Whilst my father commenced his work as a colliery ‘Deputy’ he also trained men in various methods of ‘shot-
firing’ explosives. My mother ‘Elsie’ found work at the Plough Endon and my sisters, Eryl & June went to 
school at St Anne's. 

I had left a brutish ‘all boys’ school in South Wales and so starting a mixed school at Endon, was nothing less 
than a gift from above.  My time at Endon School was very short, and though I was in top groups for all 
subjects, I left school aged 15 in April 1969 without qualifications. Starting work as an indentured apprentice 
electrician, at Wolstanton Colliery, (the deepest coal mine in Britain), I became the 5th generation collier 
within my family. 

Within weeks I had commenced on my underground ‘safety training’ at the Florence Colliery, Longton. On my 
first shift underground, an injured man was carried out on a stretcher, he was one of the ‘Tillman’ brothers 
from the village. 

 

One day in July, my father woke me for work as usual at 5.00 am, calling me quick, come see the TV, as Neil 
Armstrong was walking on the Moon. With only minutes to spare, I set off to catch the Turners Bus to Norton, 
then the Miners bus to Florence. On the bus, one old collier from Brown Edge exclaimed, ‘bloody Yanks, 
they’n got summat bloody else bragg abayt na!' I thought about it, Man walks on the Moon, I crawl under the 
ground! Now, as a young coalminer myself, the one thing I realised that if you are ‘Man enough to work 
alongside of Men’, then you are ‘Man enough to drink with them as well’ and so I soon started to enjoy a 
modest ‘underage drink’ at the Roebuck & Hollybush pubs. (not The Lump of Coal, as publican Hanna Bate 
knew my age!). 

The time when, ‘The Welsh came to Brown Edge’ was an exciting, life changing and fondly remembered time 
for me. I went on to complete my apprenticeship, indeed I retired recently as an Electrical Engineer, a career 
spanning 6 Decades, 47 years. 

 

Sharing my story, I hope I might meet up with some of my old friends when I visit my sister Eryl, and cousin 
Christine Woolley, both still resident in the village. 

 

Ronald Jenkins Jnr. IEng MIET GCGI 

5th Generation Coal Miner 

Senior Electrical Engineer Rtd. 
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Nosey Neighbours on the Vale 

Welcome to our lovely new additions to Brown 

Edge, the Alpaca's of the vale.  

Alpaca's were originally reared in West Cen-

tral south America, Chilli and Peru where they 

would live at 4000 meters altitude so they are 

used to steep areas which is a good job due to 

the steepness of the vale , no sledge required 

for them.  They are very intrigued animals 

that love to watch what is happening around 

them particularly now they are settling in.  

Their names are Scooter, Scout and Quid (The 

three musketeers) and Rufus and Snoop dog 

(The Partners in Crime). Due to their nick-

names above you can imagine how they have 

got those names. The three musketeers are 

always going about their day together and the 

partners in crime are always up to no good.  

Alpacas are typically farm animals and are 

farmed for their fleece and for also carrying 

heavy loads as they can carry up to 25kgs on 

their backs. Izzy their owner keeps them as 

pets and is trying to befriend them by feeding them specialized food by hand in order to get them more used to people. 

Alpaca's are used in other parts of the world for therapy as they sense when people are feeling unwell. Looking into their 

beautiful big eyes you can understand how they may be able to help people feeling under the weather.  

Izzy (the owner) started her love for Alpacas 15 years ago when they went on holiday to Peru whilst mountaineering and 

fell in love with their big beautiful eyes. Izzy had been on 

Alpaca keeping days and experience days as she loved them 

so much and one day wanted to keep Alpacas, all it needed 

was the right place at the right time and they found this 15 

years later on the vale.  

The first import of Alpacas’ to the UK was in 1996 so they 

have not been in the UK for a huge amount of time.  

During the interview I was watching them and it was like 

watching girls going to the toilets together on a night out, 

one would do their business and others would go just after 

them in exactly the same place but would wait for the other 

to finish first. Handy for Izzy as with Alpaca's it is best to 

poop scoop and to keep the field clean and not contaminated. 

Alpaca's live on a diet of Hay and Alpaca supplements and 

during the winter a vitamin D supplement due to the lack of 

sunshine, I think we could all do with some of those our-

selves during winter. They can live between 15-25 years so 

its quite a commitment to keeping them and can weigh be-

tween 60-80kgs so the boys have got some growing to do 

yet.  

Such a lovely sight to walk past on the vale, it can brighten 

up even the cloudiest of days, particularly for the children 

walking to school which is really what we need during these 

times.  



24 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

   Ben Hancocks Garden Report 

Today I want talk about helping out the youthful animals in our garden 

as we have seen a lot of young animals and birds starting to mature 

from a young fox cub, young hedgehog and lots of young birds finding 

their wings and feeding as families (but just like me and my brother 

they can be seen to have some arguments!). 

We have decided to not mow the grass in our wildlife area in order to 

allow things to grow naturally and whilst it might look a bit of a mess 

with the dandelion leaves we have found that this helps our visitors as 

they provide a source 

of food and shelter 

and they are also bril-

liant for bees. 

The more I read and 

see our visitors the 

more that I think that 

we all should do this, 

take care of other 

creatures, make sure 

there more of them 

and have fun in the 

joy that they can give 

us. 


