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Lockdown reaps rewards 

One of the benefits of the recent lockdown is that it appears that the environment seemed to adapt perhaps quicker than 

we did! Less disturbance for wildlife has seen greater breeding success and ranges extended. Another effect is that peo-

ple had time to appreciate ad vlue wildlife more.  Less traffic and maintenance of verges has seen insect life  and wild-

flowers  prosper.  It is now clear that bees in particular need corridors of nectar in order that they can safely forage for 

food. And what better way is to ensure that roadside verges are planted and maintained to maximise wildflower produc-

tion.  If adopted nationwide, (road verges total an area the size 

of Nottinghamshire) we could see 700 species of wildflowers 

thriving along the road network in Great Britain, equivalent to 

around 40% of the government’s land restoration targets for 

2040. Plantlife botanist Trevor Dines says “Plants are the pow-

erhouses of our food chains. They are the only things that are 

collecting energy from the sun and pumping it into the food 

chain. Without that diversity of plants there, you don’t get the 

diversity of other wildlife,” he adds.The process is simple: cut 

infrequently, ideally, just twice a year in spring and then late 

summer once plants have bloomed and seeded; remove the 

clippings to gradually reduce the fertility of the soil and pre-

vent a buildup of mulch; repeat, wait, and enjoy the resurgent 

wildlife and flowers.  
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Local Wildlife  

It’s probably the time of year that  people are starting to 

think about replenishing their bird feeders. Before you 

do however take a look at this unfortunate chaffinch 

with a diseased foot.  This is transmitted by birds perch-

ing on the same spot as other birds, and feeders are 

areas where this happens. 

The RSBP recommend that you clean and wash your 

bird table and hanging feeders regularly (ideally, using 

a 5% disinfectant solution), and move feeding stations 

to a new area every month to prevent droppings accu-

mulating underneath. 

Water containers should be rinsed out daily, especially 

during the warmer months, and allowed to dry out be-

fore fresh water is added. Droppings can accumulate in 

bird baths. 

Personal hygiene is also important. Don't bring your 

feeders into your house to clean them - do it outside, 

using separate utensils. Wear gloves when cleaning 

feeders and bird tables, and particularly if you need to 

handle a sick or a dead bird in your garden. Always 

wash your hands when you've finished. 



Just when we thought everything was getting back to normal and a date was picked for the unveiling of the sculpture we 

had to cancel the ceremony. Undaunted though  it was decided to get it into position so that everyone especially the chil-

dren would be able to see it.  XXXXXchild was asked to attend to represent the children for the  Sentinel Photographer 

Steve Bould, who incidentally lived on Brown Edge as a child and attended St Anne’s   Perhaps we can have a service of 

dedication when all this is over. 

People are learning to adapt to the pandemic and no less so than the Parish Council who still meet via Zoom every month 

and continue to undertake their activities.  The result of the survey 

was one of overwhelming support for the purchase of the Holly Bush 

and its car park.  Bringing this project to a reality is beyond the scope 

of most Parish Councils but it is perhaps the way of things in the fu-

ture, as Government is currently considering options to eliminate one 

level of local authority. This proposal would make Parish Councils 

more influential. 

A pointer to this influence is perhaps our Neighbourhood Plan for 

which the council is hoping to appoint by co-option new members.  If 

you are interested in making a difference to the future of our commu-

nity then please let our Clerk know (details are on page 14). 

Please note that the Parish News has increased its prices for new sub-

scribers. The team felt that it was appropriate to charge something 

approaching the actual cost of the materials to print it.  

 

 

 

Published and printed in Brown Edge by on 

a non profit basis by Success Factor Ltd 

Please send your news and views to 

newsdesk@brownedge.com 

Deadline for next month is October 8th 

Editors Comment .... 
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Parish News Subscriptions  

You can now subscribe online! 

Simply visit http://parishnews.brownedge.com to sub-

scribe. 

£6.50 per annum delivered to you door anywhere within the parish  

We can also post magazines to anywhere in the UK for £18.50 

Your Parish News Team 

Editor 

Peter Turner…………….   504239 

pete@brownedge.com 

The Team 

newsdesk@brownedge.com 

 

Human Interest Editor 

Howard Quinn   

Regular Contributions Editor and Accounts 

Rachael Spencer 

Wildlife  Editor 

Vacant 

Photographer  

Ruud Rosendaal  

Puzzle Pages…..  

Jose & Alan Frisby 

Collation 

Angela Deaville ……………    07711882822 

Distribution 

Jose & Alan Frisby…….  01782 502397 

Advertising 

Phil Woodward    

 

Other contributors, to whom we are most grateful, can 

be contacted via the team. This publication is run 

entirely by volunteers who pass all profits to selected 

local causes at each year end.  We endeavour to 

report all information in  a factual and impartial 

manner, and publish information relevant to all 

aspects of the parish without prejudice. Contributions 

are not necessarily the views of the Parish News.  

The tone of the magazine is positive and material that 

is incorrect or deemed offensive by the team will not 

be included.  Because of space constraints the editors 

reserve the right to modify, leave out or defer any 

contributions.  

Marion Woodward and family wish to thank everyone who donated to 

the recent Garage sale £200 was raised which has been split between 

the First Responders and the Parish News.  
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

Julie Heath 
LTCL, LGSM, AMTCL 

 

Lessons in piano playing and music theory 

Enter Graded A.B.R.S.M. Exams 

or play for enjoyment 

01782 503073 

Time 4 U 

Mobile Foot Health Clinic  

Complementary Therapies 

 
Phone No 01782 535480 07929 496358 

 

Caroline Frost. 

 

Phone No 01782 535480 07929 496358 

 



Professional Car Valeting 

Fully Mobile 

AUTOGLEAMS 

 

Mini Valet..........from £10.00 

Full Valet...........from £35.00 

Premier Valet....from £70.00 

All types of vehicles catered for including 

4x4s, vans, motorhomes, horse boxes and 

caravans. 

 

For a quality service at home or at work! 

Call COLIN for further details on: 

01782 502803 

07873 190360 

People Notices 
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For Bookings Contact Beryl 

ADVERTISEMENT 

The Brown Edge Vegans Facebook Page is now up and 

running and they have had their first meet up which was 

a great success and looking forward to many others. 

Created for vegans local and beyond, open minded 

people thinking about the world we live in, and of course 

our animals and wildlife whom we share our planet with.  

If anyone is interested, please sign up as a member and 

they will be contacted. https://www.facebook.com/

groups/316798786170545 

 

Diamond for Brian & Cynthia 
 

Many congratulations to Brian & Cynthia 

Millward who celebrate their Diamond 

Wedding Anniversary on 15th October. Love & 

best wishes from all your family & friends. 
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On The Edge 

Thank You 

A thank you card from The Lord 

Lieutenant of Staffordshire – Mr Ian 

Dudson has been received. Clerk to 

send cards to Cllr. Turner-Holdcroft 

for display and images for social 

media to spread the message. Cllr. 

Flunder also expressed thanks for 

support of his cycle ride to raise 

funds of over £3000.00 with the 

High Sheriff for the Community 

Foundation of Staffordshire. Cllr. 

Sherratt suggested that the 

Community Volunteers continue to 

help in the community during the 

winter months as the COVID crisis is 

not over and people will still need 

help. 

The council also agreed to look to see 

how this type of arrangement could 

be used in the future to support 

members of the community. 

 New Dog Control Law  

The PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION 

ORDER (Dog Fouling and Nuisance) 

2020  have come into force to control 

Dog behaviour in public places.  

It is hoped new signs will be 

produced the help enforce the new 

law for the Playing Field and the 

Cemetery.  

This law prevents people from taking 

their dog onto the parish council 

lawn cemetery without a lead of no 

more than 4 feet and total prevents 

them from taking any  dog onto or 

permits a dog to enter or remain on 

the Playing Field.  

The law also clarifies who is 

responsible. It states that  “a person 

who habitually has a dog in his 

possession shall be taken to be in 

charge of the dog at any time unless: 

(i) at that time some other person is 

in charge of the dog; or (ii) the 

person is under the age of 16, in 

which case the Parent of that person 

shall be treated as being in charge of 

the dog at the relevant time”;  

Holly Bush Project 

Local News.... 

Questionnaire Results 

Because  of COVID restrictions a poll of the community is not allowed to be 
taken so the Parish Council undertook a household survey to assess support 
for the project. 

A questionnaire distributed to every household in the Parish has been gath-
ered in online and by a form. 

The results from the online survey were 117 in support and  17 against,  

The paper vote paper vote collected 125 in favour and  18 against.  

There it was noted that there were several cases of attempting to sway the 
vote  and some anonymous votes but because of the overwhelming size of 
the support these votes were allowed to stand. 

This result will now be used to demonstrate support in order that Public 
Works funds can be accessed. 

Planning Matters 

The following Plans were placed before Brown Edge Parish Council for observa-

tion at the September meeting. 

SMD/2020/0095 – The Council voted to decide not to write to the Planning In-

spector and to let the Planning Officers decide on the appeal to the Planning 

Inspectorate.  

SMD/2020/0352 – 14 Sandy Lane, Brown Edge - Change of use to part of inter-

nal domestic garage to a hairdressing and barber business. The Council held a 

vote. Motion carried for the Council to have no objection to the application.  

SMD/2020/0425 – Talgarth, 5 New Lane, Brown Edge – Proposed Dormer win-

dows to the front and rear of dwelling. The Council asked for dispensation from 

the Clerk to discuss the application of a fellow Councillor. Dispensation was 

granted on the basis that otherwise no quorum would be present.  Motion car-

ried for the Council to have no objection to the application.  

Pre-Planning Advice – Land off Breach Road – A letter posing the question to 

the Council that if a planning application was submitted for land of Breach 

Road, would they be supportive?  

A discussion was held about the principal of Pre-Planning Advice and the rules 

of making comments as a Council before a Planning Application is submitted. 

The Clerk was asked to check with Planning Officer Jane Curley at SMDC and 

the Staffordshire Parish Councils Association on the rules. The Council made 

the decision not to comment before seeking advice as this would prejudice any 

decision and councillors could be shown to have bias and predetermination. 

Speed Issues 

Problem areas were discussed including times of the day and week when 

speeding offenses are worse. Cllr Lea has been in touch with local PCSO’s, but 

they do not always have the time and resources to be in Brown Edge at the 

busy times when speeding occurs. It was mentioned that Cllr. Jebb of Endon 

had formed a Community Speedwatch Group which had previously identified 

that the speeders were mainly from this parish. Cllr. Flunder suggested work-

ing together and sharing with Stoke-on-Trent City Council to do a joint speed 

evaluation especially in the High Lane area The Chairman thanked Cllr Flunder 

for offering to help.  



 

 

I woke up this morning to hear on 

the news of another seemingly 

mindless attack. This time it is in 

the centre of Birmingham where 

the police have declared a 'major 

incident' as several are injured in a 

stabbing. If you take this alongside 

the rioting in America, wildfires and typhoons, cities around 

the UK facing further lockdown, the drug problem that sur-

rounds even us in our village, the rising level of unemploy-

ment, the bereavement that so many have faced and the con-

tinued political unrest around the world then I think it would 

be fair to say that our world appears to be in a state of disre-

pair.  

This present world is plagued with a myriad of problems that 

we seem unable to solve. People want to enjoy universal 

peace, happiness, abundance, well-being, good health, and 

prosperity. Yet, these desires are unobtainable for so many of 

us especially currently. 

As a Christian I have often been asked how I can believe in 

God when you look at all that is going on in the world. That is 

not a question that I can answer in full here but one thing that 

I can say is that the Bible never promised that things would be 

easy. In fact, it is quite the opposite. The Bible makes it quite 

clear that the world is a broken place and although there is 

still a lot to be thankful for, there will be suffering in this age. 

Thankfully, though, this is not the whole story. The Bible 

teaches us that, even when faced with darkest of times we can 

know that God is not far away and distant – in fact, he is right 

there, with us. In the well-known Psalm 23, there is an amaz-

ing promise, ‘Even when I walk through the valley of death, I 

will not be afraid, for you LORD are close beside me.’ 

We will all face trouble at some time or other, but we can take 

hope in the fact that there is one who loves us and is greater 

than any problem we face, travelling alongside us.  

Ian and Alex Wolvers 
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Connect2 Community Church 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello people of Brown Edge.  I 

moved in to the manse in Norton 10 

days ago and Nigel and I are still 

unpacking boxes.  So far, I have discovered that the 

people of this part of the country are more ready to say 

hello and stop for a chat on the pavement than people I 

have encountered elsewhere - at least when I have my 

collar on - and that's really nice!  Also, there are these 

things called oatcakes…  We must give them a try!  

 

I'm superintendent of a circuit of 11 Methodist church-

es in Stoke North, and we are working on getting them 

opened for worship after lockdown.   The Werrington 

church opened on 6th September and the Norton one 

is opening on 13th.  At the time of writing, we haven't 

got a date for Methodist worship to restart either at 

Sandy Lane or Hilltop, but we are onto it.  Opening is 

surprisingly complicated.  It turns out that what Meth-

odists traditionally do - gather people together to sing 

- is perfect for spreading the virus (who knew?) and so 

we are having to make changes.  Worship will involve 

sitting apart, wearing masks, shorter sermons (some 

good news then…) and listening to hymns rather than 

singing them.  

 

But I'm sure we will get used to it; just have we've got 

used to the two metre queueing outside shops.  And it 

will be good to be able to be together, to give thanks to 

God for his goodness, and to pray for our troubled 

world, for all who have suffered from the virus, and all 

who are making sacrifices to care.  More news of how 

we get on next month. 

Welcome   

Jenny Dyer 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"our church has now been open for a number of weeks, we 
are following all Diocese/Government guidelines & thank 
God every week we are seeing more old faces which is 
really making a difference especially to our more senior 
parishioners who have suffered real isolation during the 
time of lockdown" 

St mary’S ChurCh 

norton  

Alpacas go for a walk! 

Well its not something that you see everyday is it!  Re-

cently our alpaca family have been shorn and the wool 

made into a scarf  

Alpaca wool is noted for its strength, warmth and smooth-

ness. It’s less scaly than wool, making it less prickly and 

contains no lanolin, the cause of many wool allergies. 

This makes alpaca the perfect yarn if you’re knitting for a 

friend or family member who normally cannot enjoy wool-

len items.   
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Church Times & Contacts.... 

 
  

Saint of the Month—Vincent de Paul 
 

Born in 1581 in France, Vincent de Paul became a priest at the early age of 19. He be-
came famous for his kindness and generosity. 
As a young priest, Vincent was captured by Turkish pirates at sea and sold into slavery. 
He eventually escaped, along with his master, whom he had converted. He came into 
close contact with the king and queen of France in both spiritual and diplomatic roles, 
but eventually his concern for the poor of France became his full-time work. 
Vincent went to many places to visit the sick, the elderly, and the poor. He spent time 
with them and did what he could to take care of them. But Vincent knew it would take 
more than what he could do on his own to really make a difference. He realized he need-
ed more money and more people to help all those who needed help. 
Vincent began to ask wealthy people to donate money that he distributed to the sick and 
poor of his community. Vincent was so nice and charming that the wealthy didn't mind 
giving him money, especially for such a worthy cause. 

Once, Vincent asked Queen Anne of Austria for a donation. Anne knew of Vincent and respected him, but she didn't agree 
with many things he said. Vincent told Queen Anne that they should overlook their differences because helping people was 
more important. Vincent also gathered other men and women who were willing to dedicate their lives to God and help the 
poor. Each day he and his followers gave soup and bread to as many as 16,000 poor persons. The men formed into the reli-
gious community of priests called the Vincentians.  In such a time as now it is lovely to remember the generous people 
such as this. 

Brown Edge 
Methodist Church  St anne’S ChurCh 

Contacts 

Brown Edge Methodist Church 

Minister:  

The Revd. Chris Ambler 01782 534013 

Stewards:    

Harry Bowyer  01782 511175 

Ken Turner  01782 502146  

Church Secretary:  

John Claydon    01782 570220 

Contacts 

St Anne’s Church 

Priest-in-Charge: 

The Revd. Alan Betts  01782 502166  
alan@endonstlukes.org.uk 
Church Wardens: 
Fred Snape    01782 504063  
mavis.snape1@gmail.com 
Website: www.brownedgestanne.org 

 

 

Parish Priest – Fr John Laybourne (Contact 257371) 

Saturday 18:00 Vigil Mass 

Sunday 10:00 Mass   

Mon,Tues,Wed,Fri, Sat  09:30 Mass (times can change 
so please check Parish Newsletter).  

 

St marys church norton Connect2 community church 

 

Meet at 5pm in St Anne’s School Hall every Sunday  

All welcome.  

 
For more details please contact 
alex.wolvers@lichfield.anglican.com 



Contact Point…. 
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Authority  

Local M.P.  Karen Bradley M.P. Leek Office : 24 Smithfield Centre, Leek ST13 5JW Tel 01538 382421 Email: Karen.bradley.mp@parliament.gov 

County Council: Keith Flunder 

District Council: Linda Lea, Brown Edge.           Geoff Bond Endon,            Joe Porter 07415 560944 Endon. 

Parish Council  Cemetery Recorder  John Bourne, 5 Meadow Road Brown Edge, ST6 8SQ, 502940    

Parish Council Clerk Denise Wheat 3 The Island, Upper Tean, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST10 4JE Phone 07835 812787  

Parish Councillors  

Rob Corbett Hill Top 
 
Neil Hargreaves  The Breech 

Sarah Turner, St Anne’s Vale 

Linda Lea, Overland Drive, 502708   Nigel Owen,  Willfield Lane 

Jane Shufflebotham, Old Lane, 503009  Jenny Sherratt, New Lane, 505699 

Danielle Spooner, Sandy Lane, 07581 113 412  Peter Turner, Sandy Lane, 504239 (Chair) 

Phil Woodward, Sytch Road, 767898  (Vice Chair) Karen  Wright  Sandy Lane. 

Parish Council meet at the Village Hall on the 1st Wednesday of the month  at 7:30 PM 

Police:  101 for non emergencies; Emergencies dial 999 Fly Tipping  0345 6053010 or 01538  395400 ext 4164   

Mobile Library      Route 14 (Week 3 -Thursday)        Post Office  09.30 - 10:45 

Due to start soon 

Karen Bradley M.P. Notice Board  

Surgeries are open to constituents of Staffordshire Moorlands by advance appointment only. To book an appointment, please call 

01538 382421 or email karen.bradley.mp@parliament.uk. Please include your name, full postal address, and phone number on any 

correspondence. If you require urgent help or advice which cannot wait until an advice surgery, please contact Karen’s office for help. 

Because of Karens previous Ministerial role you will need to bring photographic identification and you may be searched before enter-

ing the building.  When requesting an appointment, please give as many details as possible about the issue/s which you wish to dis-

cuss with Karen, as this will enable her to help you more effectively. 

District & County Cllr Surgeries 

Linda Lea (District Cllr & Parish Cllr) Joe Porter (District Cllr)   

Have you a query or concern I can help you with or do you need advice.  
You can contact me any time up to 8.30 p.m. on 502708 or email me on 

lindadlea@ntlworld.com   Consultations arranged to your preference 
when requested.  

. 

For advice on Council matters, or any other information, please contact: 

Joe Porter Tel: 07415 560944; email: 

joe.porter@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk 

 

Opening Times 

Business Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Keith's Supermarket 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07:00-22:00 07;00-22;00 

Sandy Lane Chinese   Closed   

16:30-22:00 

  

16:30-22:00 

11:30 -13:30 

16:30-22:00 

11:30 -13:30 

16:30-22:00 

11:30 -13:30 

16:30-22:00 

 

16:30-22:00 

Recycling Biddulph Closed Closed 09:00-18:00 09:00-18:00 09:00-18:00 09:00-17:00 09:00-17:00 

Closes at 16:30 in winter ie outside BST 

Keith Flunder (County Councillor)  holds monthly surgeries at Endon and Brown Edge   



ADVERTISEMENT 

Activity Day Venue Times Contact Tel No 

Aerobics Tues Village Hall 19:45-20:45 Sue 819432 

Brown Edge F.C. Thurs Dimensions Leisure 20:00-21:00 Kevin 204713 

Brownies Thurs Church House 18:15-19:45 Mandy 855335 

Busy Bees Mon Sandy Lane Centre 9:15-12:15 Sharon  

          " Tues-Fri        "       "           " 09:15-15:15        " 0797 6327 746 

Total Bodyfit class  Thursday Sandy Lane Centre 18.015– 19.15  Debbie 07508 959637  

Fitsteps Tuesday Village Halls   9.45 –10.45 Aby 07974565955 

Guides Monday Church House 17:45  -19.45 Mandy 855835 

Indoor Bowls Mon Village Hall - start of Oct-end of March 11:00-13:00 Arthur 535535 

       "          "   Tues Village Hall - start of Oct-end of April 19:00-21:00 Brian 504213 

       "          " Thu Village Hall - start of Oct-end of March 11:00-13:00 Arthur 535535 

J Gang - Stage1(Infants)  Wed Sandy Lane Centre 17:30-18:45 John 570220 

      "      - Stage 2(Juniors)     "      "          "           " 19:00-20:15      "            " 

Keep Fit Fri Sandy Lane Centre 18:00-19:00 Beccy 0797 6327 746 

Kids Club (St Anne's) Weekdays St Anne's School Hall - during term 07:30-9:00 Julie  Williams  

      15:25-18:00   07855 639630 

                                     - during holidays 07:30-18:00   during club hrs 

Ladies Circle Thu Church House - fortnightly 14:00-16:00 Jose 502397 

Luncheon Club Wed Village Hall    12:00 Linda 502708 

Pilates Mon Village Hall, 20:00-21:00 Aby 07974565955 

Rainbows Tue Church House 17:45-18:45 Jackie 07810 570171 

Simple Exercise    Mon Sandy Lane Centre      13.30-14.30  Jayne    200739  

Taekwondo Tue & Thu St Anne's School Hall  18:30-20:30 Simon 07825 006108 

Women's Institute Wed School Hall - First Wed in month 19:15 Julie 516453 

        Barbara 503294 

Yoga Tue Village Hall 11:00-12:00 Elizabeth 504213 

Young Wives Thu Church House - first Thu in month 20:00 Jackie 502618 

Zumba Thu Village Hall 20:00-21:00 Stacey 07508400733 
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Activity Day Venue Times Contact Tel No 

Aerobics Tues Village Hall 19:45-20:45 Sue 819432 

Brown Edge F.C. Thurs Dimensions Leisure 20:00-21:00 Kevin 204713 

Brownies Thurs Church House 18:15-19:45 Mandy 855335 

Dancing (Children) Fri Sandy Lane Centre 16:00-19:00 Beccy 0797 6327 746 

Total Bodyfit class  Thursday Sandy Lane Centre 18.015– 19.15  Debbie 07508 959637  

Fitsteps Tuesday Village Hall 9.45 to 10.45 Aby 
 

07974565955 

Guides Friday Church House 18:15  -20:15 Mandy 855835 

Indoor Bowls Mon Village Hall - start of Oct-end of March 11:00-13:00 Arthur 535535 

       "          "   Tues Village Hall - start of Oct-end of April 19:00-21:00 Brian 504213 

       "          " Thu Village Hall - start of Oct-end of March 11:00-13:00 Arthur 535535 

J Gang - Stage1(Infants)  Wed Sandy Lane Centre 17:30-18:45 John 570220 

      "      - Stage 2(Juniors)     "      "          "           " 19:00-20:15      "            " 

Karate  Tues Sandy Lane Centre 18.45-20.30 Gareth 07989 476913 

Keep Fit Fri Sandy Lane Centre 18:00-19:00 Beccy 0797 6327 746 

Kids Club (St Anne's) Weekdays St Anne's School Hall - during term 07:30-9:00 Julie  Williams  

      15:25-18:00   07855 639630 

                                     - during holidays 07:30-18:00   during club hrs 

Ladies Circle Thu Church House - fortnightly 14:00-16:00 Jose 502397 

Luncheon Club Wed Village Hall    12:00 Linda 502708 

Pilates Mon Village Hall, 19:45-20:45 Aby 07974 565955 

Busy Bees Mon Sandy Lane Centre 9:15-12:15 Sharon 502361 or 

          " Tues-Fri        "       "           " 09:15-15:15        " 07523 034812 

Rainbows Tue Church House 17:45-18:45 Jackie 07810 570171 

Simple Exercise    Mon Sandy Lane Centre      13.30-14.30  Jayne    200739  

Taekwondo Tue & Thu St Anne's School Hall  18:30-20:30 Simon 07825 006108 

Women's Institute Wed School Hall - First Wed in month 19:15 Julie 516453 

        Barbara 503294 

Slow flow Hatha Yoga Tue Village Hall 11:00-12:00 Aby 07974 565955 

Young Wives Thu First Thu in month 20:00 Jackie 502618 

Zumba Thu Village Hall 20:00-21:00 Stacey 07508400733 
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Letters and More.... 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

Phil Woodward 
 

Property Maintenance And      

Gardening Services 
Qualified Local Tradesman 

No Job Too Small, Brickwork and roof repairs 

Clearing/cleaning gutters—Soffit and facia cleaning    

For A Free No Obligation Quote 

01782 767898 or 07769882973 

 Election of Co-opted Members 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

To elect members of the 
public to the NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD PLAN COMMITTEE 

On Wednesday 7th October 2020 

 

The Parish Council would like to invite ap-
plications to become a member of the 
Neighbourhood Planning Committee for 
Brown Edge. There are five positions avail-
able for members of the public to fill.  
Please notify the Clerk if you are interested 
in joining the committee or for more infor-
mation.   

by email to: clerk@brownedge-pc.gov.uk  

 to be received by Monday 5
th

 October 2020. 

Or by post to Brown Edge Parish Clerk, 
Denise Wheat, 3 The Island, Tean, Stoke-
On-Trent, ST10 4JE 

Applicants will then be asked to attend a 
meeting of Brown Edge Parish Council on 
Wednesday 7

th
 October at 7.30pm on 

Zoom remote software to give a brief 
presentation to the Council.  

A vote will then decide the successful can-
didates. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

mailto:clerk@brownedge-pc.gov.uk
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Proctor’s Nursery 

“For all your gardening needs” 

Perennials – 3 for £10.00 
Multi-purpose compost – 3 for £10.00 

Farmyard manure – 3 for £10.00  
Large shrubs – 2 for £12.00 

 

And much, much more! 
To see our extensive range, come and visit us at: 

99 High Lane, Brown Edge, ST6 8RT 
Open 7 days a week – 9am – 5pm 

Tel: 07803940759 

 

• Tarmac Drives & Block Paving 

• Resin Bond Drives & Paths 

• Dropped Access 

• Patios & Indian Stone 

• Garden Walls & Fencing 

• Decorative Gravel & Slate 

• Landscaping 

• Car Park Repairs 

• Roofing Repairs 

'free quotations,  

friendly hassle free service,  

fully insured' 

 

For more info find us on Facebook 

D. GOODWIN 
DRIVEWAY PATIO SERVICES 

07745 514 188 

07719 044 218 
www.dgoodwindriveways.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tel: 01782  867999     Mob: 07922  253231 

Nunu joins the ‘Litter Pickers’ 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

Six year old Nunu (Maddie Biddulph) decided that she was going to join the Endon Community litter pickers after 

seeing and being disgusted in all the litter around our lovely village and Brown Edge where she likes to walk. 

She was particularly worried about all the farm animals and the wildlife getting hurt as well as it looking a mess. 

She can’t understand why people can’t 

just put their rubbish in the bins or take 

it home with them. She loves walking 

and checking up on the animals that she 

sees whilst out. 

Nunu says “I pick up the litter to keep the 

animals safe.” 

She goes out every week at 6am (as it is 

safer) and with the help of granddaddy to 

try and keep our beautiful countryside 

clean.  

She likes it when people beep, wave or 

give her the thumbs up as they pass her.  

Litter seems to be a big problem now. We 

can’t believe how many pairs of gloves and masks we pick up along with the takeaway wrappers, beer cans/

bottles, crisp packets, sweet wrappers, dog poo bags, pill bottles, perfume, makeup and drug related items, 

cigarette packets and we have even found a catheter.  



Bric-a-Brac….A mix of entertaining ingredients topped with a joke or two 
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Dotties Pages.... 
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Our Elected Representatives 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

If you care about the environment and want to make our community cleaner and tidier, then 
Brown Edge needs you. District Councillor Joe Porter is working with Brown Edge Parish Council 
to put together a new team of volunteer litter pickers to cover every part of the village. The team 
needs 15-20 volunteers who can regularly litter pick small parts of the village once a month or 
whenever volunteers are available to help. The village has been split into 10 small areas to make 
it easy for volunteers to litter pick and ensure that every part of Brown Edge is covered. 

Joe will be distributing litter picking equipment from Staffordshire Moorlands District Council to 
volunteers on Sunday 20th September when the network will be launched as part of Keep Brit-
ain Tidy’s Great British September Clean. If you are interested in making a difference and want 
to get on board, then please contact Joe to get more details at                       
      joe.porter@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk or ring 07415 560944.  

 

 

 

 

The Corona Virus has caused us all various problems least of all those of us who have been 
reluctant to get involved with online shopping.  I personally have had to be dragged onto 
the grocery shopping system. The biggest problem some people have had has been to get 
their blue badges renewed.  The system has gone from a} just a phone call to having to use 
a computer.  This is ok for those who have a computer and b} can scan documents in and 
c} be able to read small print.  I eventually spoke to a very helpful lady at the library in Leek 
{0300 111 8000] who took the details of the person who needed their badge renewed and 
said someone would get back to them within 7 to 10 days.  In fact, they got a call straight 
away and sorted the matter out the same day.  So, if there is anyone experiencing blue 
badge renewal problems there is a very nice lady at Leek Library who is very obliging and 
will sort you out.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR - Joe Porter 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR - Linda Lea 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Brown Edge & Endon  
 

July Winners  

1st  157       Christina Jebb £42.75 

2nd 165      Sarah Ball £24.50  

3rd 138       Dave McGrath £16.80 

1st Responders 
 

August Winners  

1st 145       Jenny Turvey £42.75 

2nd 139      Dave McGrath £25.50 

3rd 167       Beryl Hulstone £16.80 

Donations  

We have had several anonymous donations recently so thank you 

who ever you were  
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County Council News 

Not much to report from August. Although I’m sure things are going to increase over 
the coming weeks. The list for the moment are: -  

Ensuring the local community groups across my division are still in place for any possi-
ble local lockdowns over the coming months. 

The County Council Covid-19 community fund is still available for the recovery period. 
Only £150.00 has been approved so far for the Sea Cadets in Biddulph. (about 
£1,850.00 still available). 

There are ‘free’ community and volunteers training packages available from the Leek 
and Buxton college. 

My recent DHP site visit(s) in Brown Edge were completed and this DHP funding will be 
completed and agreed in early Oct. 

A ‘new’ volunteer’s website has been launched, so organisations and volunteers can link up and communicate with each 
other. 

There are also various health and social care services and campaigns being launched assisted by Libraries re-opening 
gradually over recent weeks. 

Blue Badge renewals are now easier through using the Libraries, but access issues have been noted. 

Meetings regarding routes to and from schools and school markings are being organised.   

I also still need to re-iterate, that keeping your distance, face masks in certain locations and good hand hygiene are still 
very important to reduce the spread of Covid-19 

I hope that all our residents safe save over the very difficult recovery period. 

Kind Regards  

Cllr Keith Flunder 

South Biddulph, Endon and Brown Edge 

07836 526 834 

 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR - Keith Flunder 

 

 

We are looking for either a hero or heroine to assist the Parish News by 

writing articles for us 

to widen our scope and to engage more with our community. 

 

You might be able to visit prearranged contacts to gather information to write up the 

story and/or write about a specialist subject matter of interest to the wider community. 

 

If you are interested in helping us then please contact newsdesk@brownedge.com 

Calling All The Heroes 



21 

 



22 

Clay Sculpture Make The News—as reported by the Sentinel. 

 Children in a North Staffordshire village have seen their memories of lockdown come alive in a new sculpture. 

Tina Holdcroft, of Holdcroft Heating, along with Michelle Lymer, manager of Nisa Local in Brown Edge, decided that they 
wanted to organise a project for children in their local community to get involved with during lockdown. 

It began with youngsters and their parents collecting seeds and compost from the store, to give the children something to 
do whilst in lockdown. From there, they also collected bunting squares that were returned to the store and displayed, all 
coloured in and decorated with different designs. 

Tina and Michelle then decided to put a Stokie twist on their next activity for the children, by handing out packs of clay 
for them to mould into their happiest lockdown memory. 

It was a long process of firing, decorating and displaying, but now the sculpture is up in the heart of Brown Edge's Millen-
nium Garden for the whole community to enjoy. Tina said: "At the start we weren't sure it it would all work and come 
together, but it has. Even though this year has been tough and lockdown was a terrible time, we wanted the children to 
look back at it in a positive way. I'm a positive person and if I can't find a positive, I make one, so I wanted to do the same 
with this. 

"We knew that some children might find the project difficult, so I contacted a lady called Caroline Scol who works with 
children and young adults to support their wellbeing. She wrote a leaflet for me to include in the packs of clay that we 

gave out, that explained how to sit with 
an adult and think of a happy memory, 
as well as lots of useful telephone 
numbers and links if they needed more 
support. 

"Hannah from Valentine Clay donated 
the clay, as well as the paints and glaz-
es that we also used. We gave out the 
packs to the children, and some we 
didn't get back, but we know that those 
children had joy from playing with the 
clay. They were fired and fixed by Jon 
French, master potter, and painted by 
Emma May Bailey. 

"When we saw the end result of them, 
Michelle and I were just absolutely 
gobsmacked - they looked amazing and 
we were totally blown away. "I love 
that we were able to make the project 
Stokie. There's not many places where 
you can find a master potter and a top 

ceramic artist in the same city!" 

Several local businesses and organisations including Valentine Clay, LoveClay, Emma Bailey Cermanics, Artworks - PM 
Training, N & J Services, Graphix, Holdcroft Heating, Nisa Local Brown Edge and Brown Edge Parish Council all gave 
their support  the project. Tina said: "Once the clay was all fired and painted, it was time to make the sculpture which 
Dan from PM Training and Artworks got spot on straight away. I didn't want the sculpture to be scary in anyway, I want-
ed it to be happy and reflect the nature of the project. 

"We were so impressed with all of the designs on the sculpture. They included depictions of a family together, a few of 
space, a few with their garden and references to nature, as well as rainbows and faces with masks to pay tribute to the 
NHS. There was even one with a puppy on it! "I welled up at on in particular, that was in the shape of a phone and 
showed Facetime with Nanny and Grandad. They were all so special but that one in particular got me." 

Tina and everyone involved in the project hope that it makes people smile as they walk past the sculpture, which is en-
cased in glass to protect it from the elements. 

Tina continued: "It's absolutely lovely for the community. It's situated in the Millenium Garden and it's a school walk route 
for a lot of children and families. If it puts a smile on at least one person's face then it was all worth it. "It's not about us, 
even though we are really pleased with it, it's about the kids. It's just a shame that our unveiling celebration has had to be 
so small. When it is safe to do so we want to have a bigger event to really celebrate with the children." 

Peter Turner, head of Brown Edge Parish Council said: "During lockdown we set up a Covid-19 support group for the vil-
lage, because were worried about the wellbeing of people, especially families and children, during this uncertain time. 
"When Tina approached us with this I just thought it was fantastic. It wasn't a small task and she did an incredible job of 
co-ordinating everything. It really shows the depth of community spirit, the fact that so many small businesses and indi-
viduals donated both their money and time to make it all work, at a time when they would have been struggling a lot 
themselves. 

"When the children see their work in the sculpture, I think it will really have a positive impact and raise their position of 
themselves and how they have helped their community. On behalf of the community I am so thankful for everyone in-
volved - it really is a whole community effort and we are so happy and proud of the outcome." 

Photograph Steve Bould—Evening Sentinel 
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New Business Start Up 

eg 

Matthew Clarke has been working as a part time blacksmith for the last 

five years and has decided to set up a full time forge  at Heakley Hall.  

He makes garden sculptures, plant supports, bird feeders, log baskets 

and decorative door hinges.in fact if its metal he can make it! 

At one time every village had a blacksmith but this artform has almost 

totally disappeared all over the country.  It is interesting that Norton 

Green is his chosen spot especially as it is steeped in the history of 

metalworking.  
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

   Ben Hancock’s Garden Report 

 

I have seen since I started this project 

the different birds that visit at different 

times of the year, the robins and 

sparrows are always here, but we have 

now seen starlings suddenly show up 

at the feeders so looking forward to 

what happens in the Autumn.  

 

I have also seen about problems with 
litter and the harm it causes to wildlife, 
so we need to make sure that we 
recycle as much as possible and clear 
up our waste to make sure that all the 
wildlife is safe. 

Ben Hancock 


